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Probyn and other members of his household
went with him, as well as several of his per-
sonal friends, Thus many of those who re-
mained his trusted counsellors were in a
position, when Indian questions came up, to
speak from personal acquaintance with the
country. The Prince was indeed setting an
example to future statesmen to study Indian
problems on the spot. Indeed the only way
to realise the importance of India, its long
history and ancient civilisation, is to visit the
mighty states, the great cities, and the teeming
provinces of that vast land.
The Prince set sail in October 1875, and
was received in Bombay by the Governor
and many great Indian chiefs. The young
Gaekwar of Baroda was there, the Maharaja
of Mysore, the Raja of Kolhapur, the Rao of
Cuteh, and many others. The reception was
a gorgeous picture, splendid with the fire of
jewels and the flame of colour.
The Prince's first speech on Indian soil
made a most favourable impression. In
answer to a loyal address from the native
princes, which touched him greatly, he men-
tioned his satisfaction that men of varied
creeds and nations could develop their energies
under British rule, and joining in loyal attach-